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Abstract

A Study on the Impact of Discipline
on Korean Church Growth

Prof, Dr, Yoon, Eunsu

The purpose of this study is to clarify the relationship between
church growth and discipline, focusing on early Korean churches.
The Korean church was a church in which the discipline was
carried out faithfully from the beginning of mission work. The
discipline of the Korean church started from the Baptism
Catechism and was organized by transfer. The Korean church
thoroughly examined the lives of those who wanted to become
church members through Baptism Catechism. In addition, it
thoroughly managed transfer, issued a letter of transfer, and
recorded not only transfer in Saengmyeongrok but also
punishments in a letter of transfer so that the church receiving
transfer could continue to look at the lives of the church members.

This early Korean Church was a church that carried out thorough
discipline, but it continued to grow in the turbulent period of
the latter era of the Choson Dynasty and the Japanese colonial
period which was a time of tribulation for our nation. And after
the liberation, the pace of development was accelerating, opening
the 8 million age of Saints in decades. However, Korean churches



have stopped growing since the 1990s.

This study reveals the disappearance of discipline in the
background of the growth of Korean church. The Korean church
was subject to discipline by the General Assembly and the
Presbytery which were the upper council, due to Shinto Shrine
worship at the end of the Japanese colonial rule, which made
it impossible for the Session, which was the lower council, to
properly discipline the Saints. In addition, after liberation, the
national church began to emphasize external growth rather than
the faithful implementation of repentance and discipline
concerning the disappearance of discipline. As a result, the
discipline in the church gradually disappeared. The authority
of baptism has been lost, and a letter of transfer recording the
saints’ movement to new church has also disappeared. These
changes have undermined the church more and eventually stoped
the church from growing. At present, the Korean church has
become a church where the Sunday School disappears, the young
people leave the church, and it is criticised and turned away
from society. The way in which these Korean churches can
revive is the recovery of discipline. If the Korean church is
restored to a healthy church by restoring discipline, the Korean

church will be able to restore the past history of revival.

Keywords | discipline, baptism, transfer, Shinto Shrine
worship, church growth
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